WORDS ARE POWERFUL
	Literal Meaning
	Figurative Meaning 

	When words mean exactly what they say in their most basic sense  
	When words create an image or suggest an idea through the use of metaphors, similes, etc.

	Phrase 
	Literal Meaning 
	Figurative Meaning 

	He kicked the bucket.
	The man kicked the bucket with his foot.
	The man passed away.

	You are the wind beneath my wings.
	You are actually the wind that flows underneath my wings.
	You are a supportive and helpful person who helps keep me going.

	This class is like a three-ring circus.
	They are clowns, acrobats, animal trainers, and performers in this class.
	The students are acting wild and crazy.

	The pencil danced across his page.
	Wow! Look at that pencil dancing. I didn’t know it could dance.
	The student only had five minutes to finish the test so her pencil was moving quickly on the page.

	Denotation 
	Connotation 

	The literal, direct, or realistic meaning of a word that is often found in the dictionary.
***To help you remember this, the "d" in denotation equals dictionary***  
	The associations that are connected to a certain word or the emotional suggestions related to that word


	Word 
	Denotation  
	Connotation 

	scrawny 
	excessively thin
	whimpy , unathletic 

	cheap
	costing very little; relatively low in price; inexpensive
	Poor quality 


